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nue Queſtion. QT 


THAT meaneſt thou "by hi 
r Sacrament. 


<2 Mfg 

uy mean an ür wäre and viſible Sign 
of an inward and fpiritual Grace 
given unto us, ordained by Chriſt 
himſelf as a means whereby we re- 


ceive the ſame, and a pledge to affure 
us thereof. 


| 5 UC H . : the .clear and decided. Senſe 
which the Church of England hath pro- 
feſſed concerning the general Nature of 
the Chriſtian ' Sacraments. And the. ap- 
propriated Services for the Celebration of 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, are 
drawn up in perfect Conformity thereto. . 
A late 


at 14 
A late Attempt to ſpread very different 
Netions un the -Subjett hath occaſioned the 
preſent Publication. 
The following Trat is now ſeparated 
from the Voliumihous Mors of its great 


Author for the Satisfattion of all who are 
in Communion with the Church of Eng- 
land; to ſhow that the Senſe which our 
Church profeſſes hath a juſt Foundation in 
Scripture ; and conſequently that. the 
Chriſtian Sacraments have real and ſub- 
Hantia ! benefits annexed to them by the 


appointment 0 Ug God hi nſelf. 


It is n to the pious e, an 
to read this Tra with bis Bible in bis 
Hand; and to examine carefully every 
Paſſage of Scripture to which it refers. © 


-* Prom fuch an Exerciſe be cannot | fuil 
to reap: the moſt valuable Inſtruction, and 
advance himpelf in the Love and Prac- 
tice, "as. well as in knowledge of 
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12 
DO CTRIN E 

OF THE 
$SACRAMENTS. 


I; is a peculiar envallancy of our Religion, that 
it doth not much employ mens care, pains and 
time, about matters of ceremonial obſervance ; but 
doth chiefly (and in a manner wholly) exerciſe them 


in works of ſubſtantial duty, agreeable to reaſon, 


perfective of man's nature, productive of true glory 
to God, and ſolid benefit to men. Its deſign is not 
to amuſe our fancies with empty ſhews, nor to take 
up our endeavours in fruitleſs performances,. but to 
render us truly good, and like unto God ; firſt in in- 
terior diſpoſition of mind, then in exterior practice 
full of hearty love and reverence to God, of tender 
charity and good-will toward men, of moderation 
and purity in the enjoyment of theſe things; of all 
true piety and virtue ; whereby we may become qua- 
lified for that life of bliſs which it tendereth and pro- 
miſeth ; for converſation in that holy Society above, 


to which it deſigneth and calleth us. Yet becauſe 
Fancy is naturally a means, and an effectual inſtru- 


Cyprian. Ep. 76. 
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ment of action; and becauſe ſenſible objects are apt 
ſtrongly to affect our minds, it hath pleaſed the divine 
Wiſdom to apply them in fit meaſure, and to ſanctify 
them to thoſe good purpoſes, by appointing ſome few 
ſolemn and fignificant Rites to be obſerved by us, 
being in their own nature proper and uſeful, and by 
God deſigned to declare his mind and gracious intents 
to us; to conſign and convey his Grace into our 
Souls, to confirm our Faith in him, to raiſe our de- 
votion toward him, to quicken our reſolutions of 
obeying his will; to enable and excite us to the 
practice of thoſe great Duties which he ſe of 
us: Our Lord Jeſus Chrift, ſaith St. Auſtin, hath 
ſubjected us to this gentle yoke, and light burdin ; whence 
with Sacraments mefl few in number, moſt eaſy for ob- 
fervance, moſt excellent in ſigniſication he bound together 
the ſociety of new people. And, The mercy of God, 
faith he again, would have Religion free, by the celebra- 
tion of a nigſi few, and moſt clear Sacraments. 

Of theſe there appear two (and Sz. Au/?in in the 
place cited could inftance in no more) of general 
and principal uſe, inſtituted by our Lord himſelf; 
which becauſe they repreſent to us ſomewhat not 
ſubject to ſenſe, and have a ſecret influence upon us; 
becauſe what is intended by them, is not immedi - 
ately diſcernable by what is done, without ſome ex- 
plication, (their ſignificancy being not wholly 
grounded in the nature, but depending upon arbi- 
trary inſtitution, as that of words, which is of kin 
to them; whence St. Au/tin calls a Sacrament a vi- 
ble Mord) have uſually been called My/teries, (that 
is, actions of a cloſe and occult importance, of 
deeper meaning and deſign, than is obvious to ordi- 
nary perception) and thence are alſo called Sacra- 
ments, for no other reaſon, I conceive, than becauſe 


Auguſtin Ep. 118. 119. 
the 
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the ancienteſt Tranſlators of the Bible into Latin, 
did uſually render the word Myſtery, which is a 
Greek word, by the Latin word Sacrament; whence 
every thing containing under it ſome what of abſtruſe 
meaning, is by ancient Writers termed a Sacrament. 
(So Tertullian calls all Chriſtianity the Sacrament of 
Chriſtian Religion; and Elfha's Ax he calls the Sa- 
crament of Wood; and St. Auſtin ſpeaks of the Sa- 
crament of Bread, of Fiſh, of Numbers, of the 
Rock, &c. In ſhort, he ſays of all Signs, That 
when they belong to divine things, they are called Sacra- 
ments; which ſhews to how ſmall purpoſe the Diſ- 
putes are, yea, on what ſmall grounds the decrees 
are, concerning the number, general nature and 
efficacy of Sacraments; for where a name or form 
of a Sacrament is of ſo large, ambiguous and inde- 
terminate ſignification, there can be nothing but 
confuſion in the diſputes about it.) But thoſe which 
chiefly at leaſt, and in way of eminency have ob- 
tained this name, are thoſe tu inftituted by our Lord, 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper; of which I ſhall in 
order diſcourſe; and fo of each, as very briefly to 
conſider the occaſion of their inſtitution, the actions 
injoined in them; the nature of them, or wherein 
their myſtery doth conſiſt, the ends for which they 
were intended, and the effects they produce; toge-+ 
ther with the difpoſitions and duties (antecedent; 
concomitant, and conſequent) required of us in the 
uſe and practice of them. And firſt, 


Aug. Ep. 5. 
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HERE were, (as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 

tells us) in ſacred uſe among the Jews, ſeveral 

kinds of Baptiſms. The Learned in their Laws and 
Cuſtoms teach, that they never did receive any per- 
fon into their Covenant, whether that which was 
more ſtrict (to which natural eros, and Proſelytes of 
Righteouſneſs were tyed) or that which was more lax, 
with which Strangers and Proſelytes of the gate did 
comply, without a Baptiſm. And that Prieſts and 
Levites entering into their Office, were to be ſancti- 
fied by waſhing with water, we ſee plainly preſcribed 
in their Law; likewiſe that all perſons, who had 
contracted any kind of defilement, were purified by 
the like Ceremony, particularly Children new-born, 
is expreſſed there, Moreover, that it was in uſe for 
Perſons, who were conſcious to themſelves of hav- 
ing tranſgreſſed God's Law, being in God's Name 
invited by ſome perfon of eminent authority (a Pro- 
þhet, or like a Prophet, one commiſſionated by God) 
unto.repentance and amendment of life, to be waſhed 
by him, in teſtimony of their ſtedfaſt purpoſe to 
amend; and in hope to obtain pardon from God of 
their paſt offences, and to be reinſtated in his favour, 
appears probable by Saint John the Baptiſt his under- 
taking, and the ſucceſs thereof. For if the manner 
of his proceeding had been altogether unuſual and 
Heb. 6. 1, 2. Heb. 9. 10. Seld. de Synedriis, Exod. 29. 4. 


Numb. 8. 6. Levit. 15. 8, 16, 18, 27. & 22. 6. Numb. 19. 7, 
Kc. Ezek. 16. 4. Joh. I. 25, 33. 
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unknown, ſo many it ſeems would not ſo readily 
(without any ſtir or obſtacle) have complyed there- 
with; eſpecially among the Scribes and Phariſees, 
thoſe zealous adherents to traditionary practice, who, 
to maintain their credit and intereſt with the peo- 

le, were ſo averſe from all appearance of novelty. 

his practice then of waſhing in ſo many Caſes, 
and to ſo many purpoſes cuſtomary among God's 
people, to ſignify mens entering into a new ſtate or 
courſe of life, being withal moſt apt and proper for 
his deſign, our Bleſled Saviour, who never favoured 
needleſs innovations, was pleaſed to aſſume and im- 
poſe upon the Diſciples and followers of his Reli- 
gion, accommodating it to thoſe holy purpoſes, 
which we ſhall now endeavour to declare. | 

What the aCtion itſelf enjoined is, what the man- 
ner and form thereof, is apparent by the words of 
our Lord's inſtitution ; Going forth therefore, ſaith he, 
teach, or diſciple, all Nations, baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, teaching them to obſer ve all things, which I have 
commanded you. 

The Action is baptizing or immerſing water; the 
Object thereof, thoſe Perſons of any Nation, whom 
his Miniſters can by their inftruftion and perſuaſion 
render Diſciples, that is, ſuch as do ſincerely be- 
lieve the truth of his Doctrine, and ſeriouſly reſolve 
to obey his Commandments. It is performed in the 
Name; that is, it is miniſtered by the authority, and 
bears ſpecial relation unto the Perſons of the Bleſſed 
Trinity, as the chief Objects of the Faith profeſſed, 
and the ſole Objects of the Obedience undertaken 
therein; as exhibiting gracious favours unto the 
perſon baptized, and as receiving ſpecial obliga- 
tions from him, 


Matth, 23, I9» - Mark 16. 15. 
| A 3 Such 


. 

Such is the Action itſelf declared to be; the 
myſtery thereof conſiſts in its being a notable ſign 
to repreſent, and an authentick Seal to ratify the col- 
lation then made of certain great benefits to us; and 
our undertak ing correſpondent duties toward God. 

The Benefits which God then ſignifies, and, 
upon due terms, engageth to confer on us, are theſe: 


I. The purgation or abſolution of us from the 
guilt of paſt 8 by a free and full remiſſion of 
them, (the which waſhing by Water, cleanſing from 
all ſtains, doth moſt appoſitely repreſent) and con- 
ſequently God's being reconciled unto us, his re- 
ceiving us into a ſtate of grace and favour, his freely 
Juftifying us, (that is, looking upon us, or treating 
us as juſt and innocent Perſons, although before we 
ſtood guilty of heinous ſins, and thereupon liable to 
grievous puniſhments) that theſe benefits are con- 
ferred in Baptiſm, many places of Scripture plainly 
ſhew; and the Primitive Church, with moſt firm 
and unanimous conſent, did believe. And now, ſaid 
Ananias to Saint Paul, Why doſi thou tarry? Ariſe 
and be baptized, and waſh away thy fins. And, Repent, 
ſaith Saint Peter, preaching to the Jews, and let every 
one of you be baptized for the remiſſion of fins. And, 
Chrit, ſaith Saint Paul again to the Ephefians, loved 
his Church, and delivered himſelf for it, that he might 
fanttify it, purging it by the waſhing of Water; that is, 
he effectually in Baptiſm conſigned to the members 
of his Church, that mercy and remiſſion of fins, 
which he purchaſed and merited by his Paſſion, 
And again, Such, faith he to the Corinthians, were 
fame of you, (that is, ye were perſons guilty of 
heinous fins) but ye have been waſhed, ye have been ſanc- 
tified, ye have been juſtified in the name of the Lord, and 
by the Spirit of our Cod; where having been waſhed 
Acts 22, 16. Acts 2. 38, Eph, 5. 26, 1 Cor, 6, 11. 
in 


11 


in Chriſt's name, doth, in congruity with what is 


ſaid in other places, denote Baptiſm in his name; 
being ſanctified and juſtified, do expreſs the fiſt be- 
nefits accompanying that Baptiſm. And indeed, 
wherever a general remiſſion of fins, or a full ſanc- 
tification, or conſecration, and juſtification of mens 
perſons in God's fight, are mentioned; that remiſ- 
ſion of ſins, that ſeparation, or dedication unto 
God's Service, that reception into Grace, which are 
conſigned in Baptiſm, are, I conceive, undeiſtood; 
there being no other ſeaſon or occaſion, wherein or- 
dinarily and viſibly God doth exhibit thoſe Benefits. 

It may be demanded, How Children, by reaſon 
of their innocent age, are capable of theſe Benefits; 
how they can be pardoned, who never had offended; 
how they can be juſtified, who never were capable 
of being unjuſt ? I briefly anſwer, That becauſe they 
come from that race, which by fin had forfeited 
God's favour, and had alienated itſelf from him ; 
becauſe alſo they have in them thoſe ſeeds of pravity 
from which afterward certainly, life continuing, 
(without God's reſtraining Grace) will ſprout forth 
innumerable evil actions; therefore, that God over- 
leoking all the defects of their nature, both relative, 
and abſolute, or perſonal, doth aſſume them into his 
ſpecial favour, is no ſmall benefit to them, anſwer- 
able to the remiſſion of actual fin, and reſtitution 
from the ſtate conſequent thereon in others. 


II. In Baptiſm, the Gift of God's Holy Spirit is 
eonferred, qualifying us for the ſtate into which we 
then come, and enabling us to perform the duties we 
then undertake, which otherwiſe we ſhould be unable 
to perform ; for purification of our hearts from vi- 
cious inclinations and deſires; for begetting holy 
diſpoſitions and affections in our Souls; for to guide 

Cypr. Ep. 10, 3 | 
and 
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and inſtruct us, to ſuſtain and ſtrengthen us, to en- 
courage and comfort us in all the courſe of Chriſtian 
piety: the which effects are well alſo figured by 
water, which purifieth things both from inherent 
and adherent filth. That this benefit is annexed to 
Baptiſm, the Scripture alſo teacheth us: Be baptized, 
ſaith Saint Peter, in the Name of Cbriſt to the remiſ- 
fron of fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy 
G We being baptized in one body, are made to drink 
of one ſpirit, ſaith Saint Paul: And with the Laver 
of Regeneration, Saint Paul again joineth the reno- 
vation of the Hoh Ghe/t : And it is repreſented as an 
advantage of our Saviour's Baptiſm above that of 
John, that our Lord not only baptized with water ts 
repentance, but with the Holy Ghoſt, and Fire. 

Some preventing operations of the Holy Ghoſt 
(whereby God freely draweth Men to Chriſtianity, 
perſuading their minds to aſſent thereto, inſpiring 
their hearts with reſolutions to comply with it) do 
precede Baptiſm; but a more full communication 
| thereof, due by compact, aſſured by promiſe, for 
the confirming and maintaining us in the firm belief 
and conſtant practice of Chriſtianity is conſequent 
thereon ; After ye had believed, ye were ſealed by the 
Holy Spirit of Promiſe, faith Saint Paul. To ſignify 
which benefit then conferred, the ancient Chriſtians 
did to Baptiſm annex the Chriſm, or holy Unction, 
ſignifying the collation of that healing and chearing 
Spirit to the baptized perſon ; that which Saint Paul 
may ſeem to reſpect, when he ſaith, He that ęſla- 
bliſheth, or confirmeth, us with you into Chriſt, and 
who hath anointed us, is God ; who alſo hath ſealed us, 
and hath given us the earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts. 

III. With thoſe gifts is connected the benefit of 


Acts 2. 38. 1 Cor. 12. 13. Tit. 3. 4. Matth. 3. 15. 
Epheſ. I. 14. 2 Cor. 1. 21. | + 
| | Regeneration, 
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Regeneration, implying our entrance into a new 
ſtate and courſe of lite; being endowed with new 
faculties, diſpoſitions and capacities of Souls, be- 
coming new Creatures and new Men, as it were, 
renewed after the likeneſs of God in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs, our being ſanctified in our hearts and lives, 
being mortified to fleſhly luſts and worldly affections, 
being quickened to a ſpiritual life and heavenly con- 
verſation : in ſhort, becoming in relation and in 
diſpoſition of mind, the children of God. This 
the matter and the action of Baptiſm doth ſet out; 
for as children new born, (for cleanſing them from 
impurities adherent from the Womb) both among 
the Jews and other people, were wont to be waſhed ; 
ſo are we in Baptiſm, ſignifying our purification from 
natural and worldly defilements : The merſion alſo 
in Water, and the emerſion thence, doth figure our 
death to the former, and receiving to a new life. 


Whence Baptiſm is by Saint Paul called the Laver of 


Regeneration ; and our Lord faith, that, If a man be 
not born again of Water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God; that is, every one becom- 
ing a Chriſtian, is by Baptiſm regenerated or put 
into a new ſtate of Life, getteth new diſpoſitions of 
Soul, and new relations to God. V are all, ſaith 
Saint Paul, the children of God by faith in Chr iſt Jeſus; 
that is, by embracing his Doctrine, and ſubmirting 
to his Law profeſſedly in Baptiſm. And, We, faith 
Saint Paul again, are buried with Cbriſt through Bap- 
tiſm unts death; that as Chriſi was raiſed from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, ſo alſo we ſhould walk in 
newneſs of life. 

TV. With theſe Benefits is conjoined that of being 


| Epheſ. 2. 22, 23, 24. Coloſ. 3. 10. 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
Ezck. 16. 4. Tit. 3. 5. Joh. 3. 5. Gal. 3. 26. Rom. 
6. 4. Col. 2. 12. ! 


inſerted 
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inſerted into God's Church, his family, the number 
of his choſen people, the myſtical body of Chriſt, 
whereby we become entitled to the privileges and 
immunities of that heavenly Corporation. Me, 
faith Szint Paul, have been all baptized in one ſpirit into 
one body, the myſtical body of Chriſt : And, /o many 
of you, ſaith he again, as have been baptized into 
Chriſt, (into Chriſt myſtical, or the Church) have 
put on Chrift, and ye are, adds he, all one in Chri/t 
Feſus. As Proſelytes among the J-ws by Baptiſm 
were admitted unto the Communion and privileges 
of the Jewiſh ; ſo thereby are we received into the 
like Communion and privileges of the Chriſtian, 
far more excellent, Society. 


V. In conſequence of theſe things, there is with 
Baptiſm conferred a capacity of, a title unto, an 
aſſurance (under condition of perſevering in faith 
and obedience to our Lord) of eternal life and ſal- 
vation. We are therein, in Saint Peter's words, 
regenerated unto a lively hope of an incorruptible inhert+ 
tance, by that reſurreftio of Chriſt, which is repre- 
ſented to us in this action; and fo therein applied, 
as to beget in us a title and a hope to riſe again in 
like manner to a bliſsful life; whence we are faid 
therein to riſe with him: Being, faith Saint Paul, 
buried with him in Baptiſm, wherein alſo we were 
raiſed again: whence by the two great Apoſtles, 
Baptiſm is ſaid to ſave us: Baptiſm, ſaith Saint Peter, 
the antitype of the delivery in the flood, doth ſave us; 
that is, admitteth us into the Ark, putteth us into 
the ſure way of Salvation; and, Gza, faith Saint 
Paul, according to his mercy ſaved us, by the Laver of 
Regeneration; and, - He that ſhall believe, and ſhall be 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved, is our Saviour's own word 


1 Cor. 12, 13. Gal. 3. 27. 1 Pet. 1. 2, Coloſ. 2. 12. 
1 Pet. 3. 21. Tit. 3. 5. Matth. 16. 16. | 
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and promiſe : Shall be ſaved, that is, ſhall be put 
into a ſtate and way of ſalvation, continuing in 
which ſtate, proceeding in which way he aſſuredly 
fall be ſaved : For Faith there denoteth perſeverance 
in Faith, and Baptiſm implieth performance of the 
conditions therein undertaken ; which next is to be 
conſidered. 

For as this Holy Rite fignifyeth and ſealeth God's 
collation of ſo many great Benefits on us; ſo it alſo 
implieth and on our part ratifieth our Obligation, 
then in an eſpecial manner commencing, to ſeveral 
moſt important duties toward him. It implieth, 
that we are in mind fully perſuaded concerning the 
truth of that Doctrine, which God: the Father re- 
vealed by his bleſſed Son, and confirmed by the mi- 
raculous operation of the Holy Ghoſt ; we therein 
profeſs our humble and thankful embracing the over- 
turez of Mercy and Grace, purchaſed for us by our 
Saviour's meritorious undertaking and performances, 
the which are then exhibited and tendered to us; 
we therein declare our hearty reſolution to forſake all 
wicked courſes of life, repugnant to the Doctrine 
and Law of Chriſt; fully to conform our lives to 
his Will, living thereafter in all piety, righteouſneſs 
and ſobriety, as loyal Subjects, faithful Servants, and 
dutiful children to God; in brief, we therein are 
bound, renouncing all erroneous principles, all vici- 
ous inclinations, and all other engagements what- 
ever, entirely to devote ourſelves to the Faith and 
Obedience of God the Father, our glorious and 
good Maker; of God the Son our gracious Re- 
deemer ; of God the Holy Ghoſt our bleſſed Guide, 
Aſſiſtant, Advocate, and Comforter : Theſe are the 
duties antecedent unto and concomitant of our Bap- 
tiſm (immediately and formaily required of thoſe, 
who are capable of performing them, mediately and 
8 virtually 
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virtually of them who are not) the which are 
fignified by our being baptized in the Name of the 
Holy Trinity. 

Theſe Duties the Scripture commonly expreſſeth 
by the words, Faith and Repentance ; ſometimes 
ſingly, ſometimes conjunctly. V, ſaid Philip to the 
Eunuch, thou believeſt with thy heart it is lawful for 1 
thee to be baptized, Faith was an indiſpenſible condi- 
tion pre-requilite thereto; and, Repent, ſaith Saint 
Peter, and let every one of you be baptized. Repent- 
ance alſo was neceſſary to precede it; indeed, both 
theſe, as they are meant in this caſe, do in effect 
ſignify the ſame; each importeth a being renewed 
in mind, in judgment, in will, in affection ; a ſe- 
rious embracing of Chriſt's Doctrine, and a ſtedfaſt 
reſolution to adhere thereto in practice. Hence are 
thoſe effects or conſequences attributed to Faith, 
juſtifying us, reconciling and bringing us near to 
God, faving us; becaule it is the neceſſary condi- 4 
tion required by God, and by him accepted, that 
we may be capable of theſe benefits conferred in 
Baptiſm ; the ſame being alſo referred to that repen- 
tance or change of mind, which muſt accompany 
our entrance into Chriſtianity ; that good Conſcience 
with which we ſtipulate a perpetual devotion and 
obedience to God, the which therefore doth, as 
Saint Peter telleth us, ſave ws; it contributing to our 
Salvation, as a duty neceſſarily required in order 
thereto. This is that death to fin, and reſurrection 
to righteouſneſs, that being buried with Chriſt, and 
riſing again with him, fo as to walk in newneſs of 

Acts 8. 37. Acts 2. 38. Acts 26. 14. 5. 31. & 20. 21. 
& 26. 20, & 3. 19. & 17. 30. Rom. 5, 1, 2. & 3 25. & 
2. 4, Gal. 2 16, & 3. 8. Heb. 10. 39. Epheſ. 2. 8. & 
4. 12. 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. 2 Tim. 2. 25. 2 Pet. 3. 9. 
Matth. 9. 13. Luke 24. 47. Mark 2. 17. 1 Pet. 3. 21. 
Rom. 6. 3, 4, &c. 
W a life, 


6 


4 life, which the baptiſmal action ſignifies, and which 
we then really undertake; to perform. 

And as ſuch are the duties preceding or accom- 
8 panying Baptiſm; ſo making good the engagements 
e they contain, eonſtantly perfiſting in them, main- 
Ir taining and improving them, are duties neceſſarily 
1 | cenſequent thereupon. Having, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
it had our bodies waſhed with pure water, let us hold fa 

1 the profeſſmn of our faith without' wavering. e 
h ſhould indeed continually remember, frequently and 
* feriouſly conſider, what in ſo ſolemn a manner we 
4 (upon. ſo valuable confiderations) did. then under- 
"I take, promiſe and vow to God, diligently ſtriving 
ſt to petform it; for violating our part of the Cove- 
re nant and ſtipulation then made, by apoſtacy in pro- 
» feſſion or practice from God and goodneſs, we cer- 
hy tainly muſt forfeit thoſe ineſtimable benefits, which 
1. 4 God otherwiſe hath tied himſelf to beſtow ; the par- 


at don of our fins, the favour of God, the being meme 
bers of Chriſt, the grace, guidance, aſſiſtance and 


I comfort of the Holy Spirit; the right unto and hope 

y of Salvation, We fo doing, ſhall not only ward | 

> diſobey and offend God; but add the higheſt breac ; | 

d of fidelity. to our difobedience, together with the 9 

1 moſt heinous ingratitade, abuſing the greateſt grace 1 

1 that could be vouchſafed fot us. F we wilfully ſin, '1 

0 after we have taten the acknowledgment of the truth, ſaith | 

A the Apoſtle, (meaning that ſolemn profeſſion of our | 

4 . Faith in Baptiſm) we trample under foot the Sen of | 

f God; we profane the' blood of the Covenant ; we do de- - A 
ſpite unto the Spirit of Grace; and incurring fo deep | 

4 guilt, we mult expect ſuitable puniſhment. But I | 

* proceed to the other Sacrament, | 

4 Heb. 10. 23. 2 Pet. 3. 17, Heb. 10. 267 
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N MONG the wonderful works of Power and 
| Grace performed by God Almighty, in favour 
of the Children of Iſrael, and in order to their deli- 
very from the Egyptian ſlavery, a moſt ſignal one, 
was the ſmiting the firſt-born in every houſe of the 
Egyptians, and paſſing over the houſes of the Chil- 


dren of Iſrael; wherein God declared his juſt wrath 


againſt their cruel Oppreſiors, depriving them in a 
ſudden and dreadful manner of what was neareſt and 


deareſt to them; and his gracious mercy toward- 


them, in preſerving what was alike dear to them 
from ſo wofal a calamity; thus, as the Text ex- 
preſſeth it, putting a difference between the Egyp- 
tians and the Children of Iſrael. Now that the 
memory of ſo remarkable a Mercy might be pre- 
ſerved, that their affections might be raifed to a 
ſtrong ſenſe of God's goodneſs, and their Faith in 
them confirmed, ſo as in the like need to hope for 
the ſame favourable help and protection, by the con- 
ſideration of ſo notable an experiment, it pleaſed 
God to appoint a Sacrament, or myſterious Rite to 
be annually celebrated, repreſenting and recalling to 
mind, that Act of God wherein his ſpecial kind- 
neſs was ſo eminently demonſtrated toward his Peo- 
ple: The ſame alſo (as did other Rites and Sacri- 


fices, inſtituted by God among that people) looking 


directly forward upon that other great delivery from 


Cypr. Ep. 63, Sin 
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Sin and Hell, which God in mercy deſigned toward 
mankind, to be atchieved by our Saviour ; pre- 
figuring, that the Souls of them who ſhould be 
willing to ſorſake the ſpiritual bondage of ſin, 
ſhould be ſaved from the ruin coming upon them 
who would abide therein ; God regarding the blood 
of our Saviour (that immaculate Lamb, ſacrificed 
for them) ſprinkled upon the doors of their houſes, 
that is, by hearty Faith and Repentance, applied to 
their Conſciences. The ' occaſion of celebrating 
which Holy Rite, our Saviour we ſee did improve 
to the inſtitution of this Sacrament, moſt agreeing 
therewith in deſign, as repreſentative and comme- 
morative of the greateſt bleſſing and mercy that we 
are capable of having vouchſafed to us; ſome part 
of that ancient Rite or Sacrifice, which was moſt 
fuitable to the ſpecial purpoſes of this Inſtitution, 
and moſt conformable to the general conſtitution of 
the Chriſtian Religion, whereby all bloody Sacrifices 
are aboliſhed, being retained in this. 

The Action itſelf, or rather the whole Rite, con- 
fiſting of divers actions, we (ee plainly deſcribed in 
the Goel, and in the firſt Epiſtle of Saint Paul 
to the Corinthians; diſtinguiſhable into theſe chief 
_ 1. The Benediction and Conſecration, by 

_— and Thankſgiving, of Bread and Wine. 
2. The breaking of Bread, and handling the Cup. 
The delivery and diſtribution of them to the per- 
ns preſent. 4. The declaration accompanying 
that delivery, that thoſe ſymbolical things and acti- 
ons did repreſent our Saviour's Body given and 
broken, our Saviour's Blood ſhed and poured out 
for us, in ſanction of the New Covenant. 5. The 
actual partaking of thoſe Symbols, by eating the 


Exod. 12. 23. Heb. 10. 22. 1 Pet. 1. 2. 1 Tim. 4. 5. 
Luke 22. 19, 20- 1 Cor. 11. 24, 25. 
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Bread, and drinking the Wine, done by all preſent. 
Theſe things we find done at the firſt inſtitution and 
exemplary practice of this holy Ceremony; the 
which our Saviour obliged us to imitate, ſaying, 
Do this in remembrance of me. There followeth in 
Saint Matthew and Saint Mark, preſently after the 
parration concerning theſe particulars, — And having 
ſung a bymn, they went to the mount of Olives: Which 
action was indeed in itſelf proper to conclude the 
practice of this holy Rite, yet what reference it hath 
thereto,.cannot thence be determined ; however, with 
theſe the Church hath always joined ſeveral acts of 
Devotion, Confeſſions, Prayers, Praiſes, Thankſ- 
givings, Interceſſions, Vows, ſuitable to the nature 
and deſign of the Sacrament, apt to glorify God, 
and edify the faithful in the celebration thereof. 
Such is the practice itſelf inſtituted and injoined 
by our Saviour; the myſterious importance thereof, 
as we find it explained in the holy Scripture, (the 
only folid and ſure ground upon which we can build 
the explication of ſupernatural Myfteries) conſiſteth 
chiefly in theſe particulars : 


I. It was intended for a commemorative repre · 
ſentation of our Saviour's Paſſion for us; fit to mind 
us of it, to move us to conſider it, to beget affec · 
tions in us, ſuitable to the memory and conſidera - 
tion thereof. Do tbis, ſaith our Lord, for my remem- 
brance, or in commemoration of me; that is, fo as 
thereby to have raiſed in you a reflection of mind 
and heart upon thoſe grieyous pains, which I ſhall 
have endured for your ſake, to- procure for you a 
remiffion of fins, and reconciliation to God. And, 
So often, ſaith Saint Paul, as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, Ye tell forth (or ſignificantly expreſs) the 


Luke 22. 17. Mark 14. 23. Matth. 26. 30. Mark 


14. 26. Luke 22. 19. 1 Cor, 12. 25+ 3 Cor. 11. 26. 
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death of our Lord till he came, or during his abſence 
from us. The ſuffering of our Saviour (the moſt 
wonderſul a& of goodneſs: and'charity, that ever 
was performed in the world, which produced 


effects of higheſt conſequence to our benefit, the 


conſideration whereof is apt to work the beſt dif- 
poſitions of piety in us) ſhould very frequently be 
preſent to our thoughts and affections; and that it 
may be fo with advantage, ſuch a ſolemn and ſen- 
ſible repreſentation thereof is very conducible ; 


wherein we behold him crucified, as it were in 


effigie, his body broken, his blood poured out for 
us; it being in a ſort a putting us into the circum- 
ſtances of thoſe, who did behold our Saviour for 
us hanging upon the Croſs. Our Lord being ab- 
ſent in body from us, (fitting in Heaven at God's 
right hand) to ſupply that abſence, that we ſhould 
not be apt to forget him, and thereby become 
wholly eſtranged from him, is pleaſed to order this 
occaſion of being preſent, and converſing with us, 
in ſuch a manner, as may retain in our memories 
his gracious performances for us; may impreſs in 
our hearts a kindly ſenſe of them; may raiſe us up 
in mind and affeGion to him. | 


II. The benefits conſequent upon our Saviour's 
Paſſion, rightly apprehended, heartily believed, 
ſeriouſly conſidered by us, are hereby lively repre- 
ſented, and effectually conveyed ; to the ſuſtenance 
and nouriſhment of our ſpiritual life, to the re- 
freſhment and comfort of our ſouls, It is a holy 
Feaſt, a ſpiritual Repaſt, a divine Entertainment, 
to which God in kindneſs invites us; to which if 
we come with well- diſpoſed minds, he there feeds 
us with moſt holy and delicious Viands, with 
beavenly Manna, with moſt reviving and cheriſh- 
ing Liquor. Bread is the ſtaff of life, the moſt 

| | B 3 common, 
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common, moſt neceſſary, and moſt wholſome, and 
moſt ſavory Meat; Wine is the moſt pleaſant and 
wholſome alſo, the moſt ſprighily and cordial 
Drink; by them therefore our Lord choſe to re- 
preſent that body and blood, by the oblation of 
which 6 capacity of life and health was procured 
to mankind; the taking in which by right appre+ 
henſion, taſting it by hearty faith, digeſting it by 
careful attention and meditation, converting it into 
our ſubſtance by devout, grateful, and holy affec - 
tions, joined with ſerious and ſteady reſolutions of 
living -anſwerable thereto, will certainly ſupport 
and maintain our ſpiritual life in a vigorous health 
and happy growth of grace; refreſhing our hearts 
with comfort and ſatisfaction unſpeakable : He that 
oth thus, cats aur Saviour s fleſh, and drinks his 
blood, (that is, who, as our Saviour interpreteth it, 
doth believe in him; that belief importing all other 
acts of mind and will, connected with right per- 
ſuaſions concerning him) hath eternal life, and ſhall 
zus for ever, as himſelf declares and promiſes ; 
which benefits therefore in the due performance of 
this holy duty, are conveyed unto us. 


III. This Sacrament declares that union, which 
good Chriſtians partaking thereof have with Chriſt; 
their myſtical inſertion into him, by a cloſe-depen- 
dence upon him for ſpiritual life, mercy, grace and 
falvationz a conſtant adherence to him by faith 
and obedience, a near conformity to him in mind 
and affection; an inſeparable conjunction with him, 
by the ſtricteſt bands of fidelty, and by the moſt 
endearing relations: Which things could not more 
fitly be ſet out, than by the partaking our beſt and 
moſt neceffary food; which being taken in, ſoon 
becomes united to us, aſſimilated and converted 


John 6. 57, 47, & 5. 36, John 15. 4. 
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into our ſubſtance, thereby renewing our Rrength; 
and repairing the decays of our nature. Where 
fore, He, ſaith our Saviour, that eateth my fleſb, 
and drinketh my blaod, abideth in me, and I in bim; 
and, The cup of bleſſing, ſaith Saint Paul, which we 
bleſs, is it not the communion of the blaod of Ghrift 8 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Chriſt? We in the outward action, par- 
take of the Symbols reprefenting our Saviour's Body 
and Blood; We in the ſpiritual intention, com- 
municate of his very Perſon, being, according to 


the manner inſinuated, intimately united to him. 


IV. By this Sacrament conſequently is ſignified 
and ſealed that union, which is among our Saviour's 
true Diſciples communicating therein ; their being 
together united in conſent of mind, and unity of 
faith; in mutual good-will and affection, in hope. 
and tendency to the ſame bleſſed end, in ſpiritual 
brotherhood and ſociety ; eſpecially upon account 
of their communion with Chriſt, which moſt 
cloſely ties them one to another ; they partaking of 
this one individual food, become tranflated, as it 
were into one body and ſubſtance : Seeing, faith 
Saint Paul, we being many, are one bread, one body; 
for all of us do partake of one bread. 449 

In the repreſenting, producing and promoti 
theſe things, we are taught the myſtery of this Sa- 
crament doth conſiſt : it was deſigned as a proper 
and efficacious inſtrument, to raiſe in us pious af-< 
fections toward our good God and gracious Re- 
deemer ; to diſpoſe us to all holy practice; to con- 
firm our faith, to nouriſh our hope, to quicken 
our reſolutions of walking carefully in the ways of 
duty ; to unite us more faſtly to our Saviour, and 


John 6. 56. 1 Cor. 10. 16. Vide Cyp. Ep. 63. p- 146. 
Ep. 67. p. 208. 1 Cor. 10. 17. 
| to 


r 


to combine us in charity one toward another; the 
accompliſhing of which intents thereof, doth ſup- 
poſe our faithful and diligent concurrence in the uſe 
thereof; -whence ariſe many duties incumbent upon 
us in reſpect thereto, ſome antecedent, ſome con- 
comitant, ſome conſequent to the uſe thereof. 


I. Before we addreſs ourſelves to the partaking 
of this venerable myſtery, we ſhould conſider whi- 
ther we are going, what is the nature and impor- 


tance of the action we ſet ourſelves about; that we 


are approaching to our Lord's Table, (fo Saint Paul 
calleth it) to come into his more eſpecial preſence, 
to be entertained by him with the deareſt welcome, 
and the beſt chear that can be; to receive the fulleſt 
teſtimonies of his mercy, and the ſureſt pledges of 
his favour toward us ; that we are going to behold 
our Lord in tendereſt love, offering up himſelf a 
Sacrifice to God, therein undergoing the ſoreſt 
pains, and fouleſt diſgraces for our good and ſal- 
vation ; that we ought therefore to bring with us 


diſpoſitions of ſoul, ſuitable to ſuch an acceſs unto, 


ſuch an entercourſe with our gracious Lord. Had 
we the honour and favour to be invited to the 
Table of a great Prince, what eſpecial care ſhould 
we have to dreſs our bodies in a clean and decent 
garb, to compoſe our minds in order to expreſſion 
of all due reſpect to him; to bring nothing about 
us noiſome or ugly, that might offend his fight, or 
diſpleaſe his mind: The like ſurely, and greater 
eare we ſhould apply, when we thus being called, 
do go into God's preſence and communion. We 
ſhould, in preparation thereto, with all our power, 
endeavour to cleanſe our ſouls from all impurity of 
thought and deſire ; from all iniquity and perverfe- 


x Cor. 10. 21. 
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neſs; from all malice, envy,. batred, anger, and. 
all ſuch evil diſpoſitions, - which are moſt affenſive 
to God's all-piercing ſight, and unbeſeeming his 
glorious preſence ; we ſhould dreſs our ſouls with 
all thoſe comely ornaments of grace (with purity, 
humility, meekneſs and charity) which will rendex 
us acceptable and well-plealing to him: We 
ſhould compoſe our minds into a frame of reyey 
rence and awful regard to the majeſty of God, into 
a lowly, calm, and tender diſpoſition of heart, apt 
to expreſs all reſpe& due to his preſence, fit to ad- 
mit the gracious illapſes of his holy Spirit ; very 
fuſceptive of all holy and heavenly affections, which 
are ſuitable 'to fuch a communion, or may ſprin 
from it. We ſhould therefore remove and abandon 
from us, not only all vicious inclinations, and evil 
purpoſes; but even all worldly cares, deſires and 
paſſions which may diſtract or diſcompoſe us, that 
may dull or deject us, that may cauſe us to behave 
ourſelyes indecently or unworthily before God, that 
may bereave us of the excellent fruits from ſa 
bleſſed an entertainment. | | 

To theſe purpoſes we ſhould, according to Saint 
Paul's advice, examine and approve ourſelves ; con- 
fidering our paſt actions, and our preſent inclina» 
tions, and accordingly, by ſerious meditation. and 
fervent prayer to Gag for his gracious aſſiſtance 
therein, working our ſouls into a hearty remorſe 
for our paſt miſcarriages, and a fincere reſolution to 
amend for the future; forſaking all fin, endeavour- 
ing in all our actions to ſerve and pleaſe God; 
purging out, as Saint Paul again 1 us, the 
eld leaven of vice and wickedneſs ; lo that we may 
feaſt, and celebrate this Paſſover, in which Chriſt 
is myſtically ſacrificed for us, in the anleavened diſ- 


1 Cor. 11. 28. 1 Cor. 5 7. 
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poſitions of ſincerity and truth. Such are the duties 


previous to our partaking this Sacrament. 


II. Thoſe duties which accompany it, are a re- 
verent and devout affection of heart, with a ſuitable 
behaviour therein; an awful ſenſe of mind befitting 
the Majeſty of that Preſence wherein we do appear, 
anſwerable to the greatneſs, and goodneſs, and 
holineſs of him, with whom we converſe ; becom- 
ing the ſacredneſs of thoſe Myſteries which are ex- 
hibited to us, (that which Saint Paul calleth, to. 
diſcern or diſtinguiſh our Lord's body; that is, yield- 
ing a peculiar reverence of mind and behaviour in 
regard thereto) a devotion of heart, conſiſting in 
hearty contrition for our ſins, which did expoſe our 
Saviour to the enduring ſuch pains, then remem- 
bred; in firm reſolution to forſake the like there- 
after, as injurious, diſhonourable and diſpleaſing to 
him ; in fervent love of him, as full of ſo wonder- 
ful goodneſs and charity toward us; in moſt hearty, 
thankfulneſs for thoſe unconceivably great expreſ- 
ſions of kindneſs toward us; in deepeſt humility, 
upon ſenſe of our unworthineſs, to receive fuch 
teftimonies of grace and favour from him, (our un- 
worthineſs to eat the crumbs that fall from his table, 
how much more to be admitted into ſuch degrees 
of honourable communion and familiarity, of cloſe 
conjunction and union with him?) of pious joy in 
conſideration of the excellent privileges herein im- 
parted, and of the bleſſed fruits accruing to us from 

is gracious performances; in a comfortable hope 
of obtaining and enjoying the benefits of his obe- 
dience and paſſion, by the affiſtance of his Grace ; 
in * faith, and full perſuaſion of mind, that 


he is, ſuppoſing our dutiful compliance, ready to 


3 Cor, 11. 29. 
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beſtow upon us all the bleſſings then exhibited ; in 
attentively fixing the eyes of our mind, and all the 
powers of our ſoul, our underſtanding, will, me- 
mory, fancy, affection upon him; as willingly 
pouring forth his life for our ſalvation. Laftly, in 
motions of - enlarged good-will and charity toward 
all our brethren for his ſake, in obedience to his 
will, and in imitation of him; ſuch like duties 


{ſhould attend our participation of this holy Sa- 
crament. : a 


III. The effects of having duly performed which, 
ſhould appear in the practice of thoſe duties, 
which are conſequent thereon, being ſuch as theſe: 
An increaſe of all pious inclinations and affections, 


expreſſing themſelves in a real amendment of our 


lives, and producing more goodly fruits of obedi- 
ence ; the thorough digeſtion of that ſpiritual nou- 
riſhment by our becoming more faſtly knit to our 
Saviour by higher degrees of faith and love; the 
maintaining a more lively ſenſe of his ſuperabundant 
goodneſs ; the cheriſhing thoſe influences of grace, 


which deſcend upon our hearts in this communion, 
and improving them to nearer degrees of perfection 


in all piety and virtue; a watchful care and endea- 
vour in our lives to approve ourſelves in ſome mea- 


ſure worthy of that great honour and favour, which 


God hath vouchſafed us in admitting us to fo near 
approaches to himſelf ; an earneft purſuance of the 


reſolutions, performance of the vows, making good 


the engagements, which in ſo ſolemn a manner, 


upon ſo great an occaſion we made, and offered up 


unto our Cod and Saviour; finally, the conſidering, 


that by the breach of ſuch reſolutions, by the vio- 


lation of ſuch engagements, our fins receiving ſo 
mighty aggravation of vain inconſtancy and wicked 
perfid iouſneſs, our guilt will hugely be increaſed ; 
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vur ſouls relapſing into ſo grievous diſtemper, out 
fpiritual ſtrength! will be exceedingly impaired 5 
conſequently hence our true comforts will be abated, 
our beſt hopes will be ſhaken, our eternal ſtate will 
be deſperately endangered. fs 
There is one duty which I ſhould not forbear to 
touch, concerning this Sacrament; that is, our 
gladly embracing any opportunity preſented of com- 
municating therein; the doing ſo, being not only 
our duty, but a great aid and inſtrument of piety; 
the neglecting it a grievous ſin, and productive of 
great miſchiefs to us. 
The Primitive Chriſtians did very frequently uſe 
it, partaking therein, as it ſeems at every time 
their meeting for God's ſervice, It is ſaid of them 
by Saint Luke, That they continued ſtedfafily in the 
Apoſiles doftrine and communion, and in breating of 
bread, and in prayers; and, when you meet together, 
it is nat (as according to the intent and duty of 
meeting it ſhould be) to eat the Lord's Supper, faith 
Saint Paul. Add Juſtin Martyr in his ſecond Apo- 
logy, deſcribing the religious Service of God in 
their Aſſemblies, mentioneth it as a conſtant part 
thereof; and Epiphanius reporteth it as a cuſtom in 
the Church, derived from Apoſtolical Inſtitution, 
to celebrate the Euchariſt thrice every week, that is, 
ſo often as they did meet to pray and praiſe God; 
which. practice may well be conceived a great 
means of kindling and preſerving in them that holy 
fervour of piety, which they ſo illufttiouſly ex- 
preſſed in their converſation, and in their glad- 
ſome ſuffering for Chrift's ſake ; and the remitting 
of that frequency, as it is certainly a ſign and an 
eftect, ſo in part it may poſſibly be reckoned a cauſe 
of the degeneracy of Chriſtian practice, into that 
Acts 2.42. 1 Cor. 10. 20. | | 
great 
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great coldneis and flackneſs which afterward did 
ſeize upon it, and now doth apparently keep it in a 
anguiſhing and half - dying ſtate. | 

_ The rater occaſions therefore we now have of 
performing this duty, (the which indeed was always 
eſteemed the principal office of God's Service) of 
enjoying this benefit, (the , being deprived whereof, 
was alſo deemed the greateſt puniſhment and infeli- 
city that could arrive to a Chriſtian). the more ready 
we ſhould be ta embrace them. If we dread God's 
diſpleaſure, if we value our Lord and his benefits, 
if we tender the life, health and welfare of our ſouls, 
we ſhall not neglect it; for how can we but ex- 
tremely offend God by ſo extreme rudeneſs, that 
when he kindly invites us to his Table, we are 
averſe. from coming thither, or utterly refufe it ? 
That when he calleth us into his preſence, we run 
from him; that when he, with his own hand, offer- 
eth us ineſtimable mercies and bleſſings, we reject 
them? It is not only the breach of God's command, 
who enjoined us to do this, but a direct contempt of 
his favour and goodneſs, moſt clearly and largely 
exhibited in this office. And how can we bear any 
regard to our Lord, or be any wiſe ſenſible of his 
gracious performances in our behalf, if we are un- 
willing to join in thankful and joyful commemo- 
ration of them? How little do we love our own 
fouls, if we ſuffer them to pine and ſtarve for want 
of that Food, which God here diſpenſeth for their 
ſuſtenance and comfort ? If we bereave them of en- 


| Joying ſo high a privilege, ſo ineſtimable a benefit, 


ſo incomparable pleaſures as are to be found and felt 
in this ſervice, or do ſpring and flow from it? 
What reaſonable excuſe can we frame for ſuch neg- 


| let? Are we otherwiſe employed? What buſineſs 


can there be more important, than ſerving God, 
C and 


. 

and faviig” our on Soäls “ I it wildom, in pur- 
faance of any the' greateſt affair here, to'diffegard 
.the rg to concern of our Souls? Do we think 
ourfelyes unfit and unworthy to appear in God's 
reſence? But is ay man unworthy to obey God's 
ommands? Is any man unfſt to implore and par- 
take of God's merey, if he be not unwilling to do 
it * What unwworthineſs fhould binder us from re- 
mem bring our Lord's excefive” charity towards us, 
and thanking, him for it? From praying for his 
grace; from reſolving to amend our lives? Muſt 
we, becauſe we are unworthy, continue ſo till, by 
iuntiing the means of cotrecting and curing us? 
Muſt © we encreaſe our unworthineſs, by tranf- 
S dur duty? If we eſteem things well, the 
onſeience of our finfalneſs ſhould rather drive us 
to it, as to our medicine, chan detain us from it. 
There is nd man indeed, who muſt not conceive and 
confeſs himſelf unworthy; therefore, muſt no man 
tome chichet at God's call? If we have a ſenſe of 
our fins, and 4 mind to leave them; if we have a 
ſenſe of God's goodneſs, and à heart to thank him 
for it, we are ſo worthy, that we ſhall be kindly 
received there, and pracioufly rewarded, If we 
will not take a little care to work theſe diſpofitions 
in us, we are indeed unworthy ; but the being ſo, 
from our own. perverſe negligence, is a bad excuſe 
for the neglect of our duty. In fine, I dare ſay, that 
he, who with an honeſt meaning, although with an 
imperfect devotion, doth addrefs himſelf to tlie 
Nude ce .of his duty; is fat more excufable, 
han he that upon whatever ſcore declitieth it; no 
{ſcrupulous ſhineſs can ward us from blame; what 
nen ſhall' we ſay, if ſupine floth, or profane con- 


tempt, are the cauſes of ſuch negleR ? | 
Thus 
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Thus having briefly diſpatched the conſiderations 
that offered themſelves upon theſe Subjects, I ſhall 
conclude all with prayer to Almighty God, that 
we by his grace and help, 0 rightly, ſtrong- 
ly, conſtantly and finally; being frequent and fer- 
vent in prayer, and all pious devotion, ſincerely 
obeying all God's Commandments; continuing 
orderly, dutiful and worthy members of Chriſt's 
Church, growing continually in grace, by the 
worthy participation of the Holy Sacraments, may 
obtain the end of our faith, the ſucceſs of our 
prayere, the reward of our obedience, the con- 
tinuance in that holy Society, the perfect conſum- 
mation of grace in the poſleflion of eternal joy, 
glory, and bliſs; which God in his infinite mercy 
grant to us, for our bleſſed Saviour's ſake, to whom 
be all glory and praiſe for ever and ever. Amen, 
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